wgf:g::?to TimesPeople Share and Discover the Best of NYTimes.com 834AM ™ Gﬁz'st:':?l:d

HOME PAGE  MYTIMES | TODAY'SPAPER VIDEO = MOST POPULAR | TIMES TOPICS My Account = Welcome, jmgvpo ' Log Out ' Help
~ - ~. Search All NYTimes.com

The New JJork Times

The City

WORLD us. N.Y. / REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS OPINION ARTS STYLE TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

THECITY CONNECTICUT LONGISLAND NEWJERSEY WESTCHESTER

Zy + Reduce energy bills GET UPTO o/ N
"“é + Upgrade hot water heater (1] caSh hack 6;’%'5 \SMAY'L’

+ Replace inefficient or APR . . f
caoling/heating equipment fieancing 1,999 0n comprehensive home energy improvements.

Limited time offer for Con Edison customers only. Call 1-877-NY-SMART or click here for more information

Pumic Sames
e

DISPATCHES More Articles in New York Region »
Hiding in Plain Sight
Afternoon Update

Sign up for a recap of the day's top stories and business
headlines, sent weekday afternoons. See Sample

‘ jenmarie@gvpo.org | Sign Up

Change E-mail Address | Privacy Policy

Zimes

Christian Hansen for The New York Tim
OperaOggiNY will move into a long overlooked 600 seat auditorium in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.
By JAKE MOONEY
Published: October 30, 2008
F~ EMAIL
THOMAS LAWRENCE TOSCANO, artistic director of the fledgling L= PRINT Advertise on NYTimes.com

OperaOggiNY, lived in Greenpoint, Brooklyn, for 12 years starting in 1993, [ REPRINTS
. - . re MOST POPULAR
and has been in nearby Williamsburg since then. Over the years, he became

well acquainted with the local churches; he stages performances in churches [I_ ::ZEE EMAILED | BLOGGED | SEARCHED
all the time. 1. Obama Is Up, and Fans Fear That Jinxes It

ARTICLE TOOLS 2. Fear of Deflation Lurks as Global Demand Drops
“It’s much easier than trying to get into theaters,” Mr. Toscano, who has long — ,d g 3. Doctor and Patient: Medical Student Burnout and the
gray hair and a bushy beard, said the other day. “Plus, we don’t have any Challenge to Patient Care
budget.” 4. Following the Script: Obama, McCain and ‘The West

Wing’
Over the summer, Mr. Toscano was casting around for a space for the company’s latest production, - 36 Hours in Burlington, Vt.

Franco Leoni’s “L’Oracolo,” when his inquiries led him to the Rev. Richard Beuther, the pastor at - Gail Collins: Our Election Whopper

SS. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Church on South Second Street. - Editorial: Shepard the Anchor

. Savoring Italy, One Beer at a Time

“Father Rick said, ‘You have to come and look at what we have,” ” Mr. Toscano recalled. The . APlan to Sell Cookbooks: Give Away Recipes Online
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response struck him as strange; he had seen the church many times. What more was there? - American Journeys: A Seattle That Won’t Blend In

When the two men finally met, the pastor led Mr. Toscano not inside the church but around the
corner, to the parish’s dormant former school on Berry Street. Mr. Toscano, who had been walking
past the building for years, knew that structure, too — at least he thought he did. But when Father

Beuther took him up a flight of back stairs, past chipping paint and though a metal fire door, Mr. The New ‘uol’k Times JOB S

Toscano could scarcely believe what he saw. nytimes.com/jobs

At his feet was a 50-foot-wide stage, tilted forward in the Shakespearean style and topped by an

intricately detailed proscenium arch. Stretching out before him was enough space to accommodate
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an area under the balcony was walled off with red plywood. But all Mr. Toscano saw was potential.

“I said: ‘This is enormous! This is unbelievable!” ” Mr. Toscano recalled. “You can’t build a theater
like this these days. Who’s got a billion dollars?”

Since the school closed in 2002, the hall, which actually takes up most of the building, though it is
practically invisible from the outside, had been used mostly for the church’s annual Christmas

pageant.

But the space had a long history. Opened in 1898 and christened McCaddin Memorial Hall, it

thrived as a space for political rallies and speeches, but was soon converted to house a school.

As for the hall itself, “I mostly remember playing basketball there,” said Esteban Duran, a local
community board member who grew up in the neighborhood and who introduced Mr. Toscano to
Father Beuther.

As it happened, the pastor had been thinking about doing something new with the space. After
some quick talks with Mr. Toscano, it was settled: “L’Oracolo” would be staged there. As for the

future, both sides would keep an open mind.

That was in September, and Mr. Toscano has been busy ever since, researching the hall’s history,
patching holes in the stage, putting new bulbs into the chandelier and the footlight systems (both
still work) and trying to persuade potential investors that the space can be restored. The opera,

meanwhile, is scheduled to begin its three-day run on Thursday.

Last Wednesday afternoon, as workmen were trundling a rented piano up the stairs, Mr. Toscano
was still marveling that the hall, unknown to much of Williamsburg’s cultural community, had

been hiding under his nose.

“There’s a phrase in Portuguese: ‘The saint that you live with doesn’t really make miracles,” ” he
said. “Basically, that’s what happened here. They don’t understand what they have. This is not

something I'm saying in criticism; it’s human nature.”
What they have, he said, is a hall that is hungry for music.

“You want to hear something incredible?” Mr. Toscano said. He pounded out a chord on the piano
and gazed up at the rafters, wide-eyed and grinning, as the sound echoed.

“This is an instrument,” he said later, gesturing to the space around him. “And that’s what’s
amazing about my experience in this theater the last two months. The instrument is coming back to
life. Sitting here, the sun goes down, it starts to get dark, and you start to feel the theater. The walls

begin to wake up, and it begins to remember what it’s here for.”
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